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NEBRASKA LEGISLATURE 
Lawmakers 


to decide if 
higher speed 
worth risk 


Measure would allow 
limits to go up 5 mph on 
highways and expressways 


By Joe DUGGAN 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — Motorists could 
eventually save a couple of minutes 
commuting between Omaha and 
Lincoln if state lawmakers pass a 
proposal to increase the existing 
75 mph speed limit on Interstate 80. 

But the state’s top highway engi- 
neer said Tuesday that the concept 
would require further study be- 
fore the Department of Transpor- 
tation hangs new 80 mph signs on 
I-80. And traffic safety advocates 
quickly urged caution, saying 
higher speed limits also come with 
more fatalities. 

Legislative Bill 1009 would au- 
thorize transportation officials to 
increase speed limits by 5 mph 
on Interstate highways, four-lane 
expressways and two-lane state 
highways. 

If the bill is approved, motorists 
would first see some stretches of 
rural two-lanes increase from 60 
to 65 mph, said Kyle Schneweis, 
director of the Transportation De- 
partment. Limits also likely would 
be increased from 65 to 70 mph on 
most stretches of expressways. 

“We don’t take this lightly,” 
Schneweis said. “We’ve done a lot 
of research that says this is some- 
thing that can be done without 
losing focus on designing a safe 


See Speed limit: Page 2 
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Eliminating State Board of Education 
among bills discussed. Page 2A 


Proposal would add campus adviser 
for sex assault victims. Midlands 


W-H now offers 
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BELOW-ZERO DAYS ADD UP 


By MICHAEL O’CONNOR 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Pat Galusha enjoys winter, but not 
this season’s deep-freeze days. 

“Tve always thought of myself as 
a winter person,” said Galusha, who 
lives in Omaha. “But this is beyond 
the call of duty.” 

David Pearson, a meteorologist with 
the National Weather Service in Valley, 
said this season is similar to Nebraska 
winters of the 1970s and ’80s when the 
winters were generally colder than 
they’ve been the last few years. 

Omaha’s temperature this winter, 
for example, has averaged about 15 


Omaha has had eight 
so far this winter; last 
winter there were three 


MORE ON PAGE 2A 


Nate Croom, above, likes 
running in bitter cold and has 
frosted eyelashes to show for it. 


A Kearney woman who was 
missing for four days is found 
alive in her car in a farm field. 


degrees. That’s 7 to 12 degrees colder 
than the past three winters. Kearney, 
Scottsbluff, and Red Oak, Iowa, have 
also averaged temperatures in the 
midteens. 

It has often felt even colder be- 
cause of wind chills, which dipped to 
minus 25 Tuesday morning in Omaha, 
low enough to cancel school in area 
districts. 

And compared with the past couple 
of years, Omaha has had more days 
when the temperature was below zero. 

Omaha has had eight of those fin- 
ger-numbing days so far. Last year we 
had three, and the year before, one. 


See Cold: Page 2 
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Willa and Edith 


A UNL professor is awarded a 

grant to study the relationship 

of Red Cloud’s Cather and her 
longtime companion. Living 


Appealing to advisers 


TD Ameritrade is looking to 
boost assets by going beyond 
individual accounts. Money 
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Victims’ testimony shows man’s 
pattern of sexually assaulting boys 


By Topp COOPER 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


At 6-7, 270 pounds, Kyle Ewing- 
er is a monster of a man. Football 
coach. Elementary school teacher. 

And, a jury decided Tuesday, a 
pedophile. 

Douglas County jurors deliber- 
ated for five hours before finding 
the 39-year-old Ewinger — former 
head football coach at Sioux City 
(Iowa) West High School — guilty 
of first-degree sexual assault for 
repeated abuse of a 9-year-old boy. 

Ewinger faces a minimum of 15 
years in prison and a maximum life 
term when he is sentenced in March. 

Ewinger had met the boy’s 
mother online and began dating 


her. The two never had sex be- 
cause, Ewinger said, he suffered 
from erectile dysfunction. Turns 
out he was sexually assaulting the 
woman’s 9-year-old son while she 
was at work in 2012 and 2013. 

Authorities say he then went 
on to sexually assault a boy in his 
classroom at the Sibley-Ocheyedan 
school district in northwest Iowa. 
The superintendent of that school 
district found Ewinger asleep with 
a 10-year-old boy on an air mat- 
tress in his classroom in the ear- 
ly-morning hours of Saturday, Oct. 
3, 2015. The boy, who came from a 
broken home, eventually told po- 
lice that Ewinger performed a sex 
act on him. 


See Ewinger: Page 2 


GSI 


e s | 
las Syers wi l Overlap } 
Tent week’, special jPecials 


